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-~BrririsH NATION. 


Satutdayp, April 26. 1712. 


Ifcourfing thus to the Publick, and 
of the publick Affairs, being fince 
my laft, appointed its Period,and 

a Tax implying a Suppreffiog of the Thing 
itfelf, impos’d upon Pamphlets and publick 
Papers, I fhafl adjourn the Conelufion of 
this Volume a little longer ; and fince it is 
to be the laft, I fhall apply the few that re- 


main, to fome Points, which I had before 


refolyed to End with, when ever this Time, 
which has been long expe@ed, fhould come 
to pafss and thefe Things are, 


1. Stating the Cafe of the Difenters, 


it relates to the Affair of Occefiona} 
Conformity, Places, Patty. &c, Anda 
Word or twoof what they may yee 
do to retrieve their Circumftances. 
2. Something relating to Peace, anda 
Ballance of Parties amongus, which 


feems tome, to be the oaly remaining - 


Way to prevent the Nation’s Ruin, 
3.-A brief Word or two, relating’ to 
Scotland, and then take my leave with 
a thort Detence of this Work, and 
fomething about myfelf. 


1 begin with the State of the Diffemter’s 


theic Intereft and prefent Bufiaels, as Cale, as it refpets the late Occafional Bills 


I have 
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fald' as much, relating to the late Abandon- 
ing them by their Party-Friends, as can be 


faid 5 the Gentlemen that did it, Lam per- : 


fuaded, have look’d back on it with Re. 
gtet, being neither able to Account for 
the Morality or Policy of it, nor fo cleat in 
the Neceffity of it, as they were at firft, 
tho’ neither could that Neceffity be jufti- 
fied, had-it been as great as was pretended, 
otherwife than ic juflifies doing Evil shat 
Good may come 3 which Neceflity, had it 
been a Plea, is much more fo to others, 
for making ufe of Inftruments and Hands, 
which they never defiga’d to make ufe of; 
but of thefe Melancholy Things enough 
has been faid, efpecially confideriog it is 
poft fatkum, .and there is no recalling the 
“Works of Yetterday, or the Time that is 
-paft. 


The Enquiry that feems moft Rational, 
is, What follows ? Ace the Diffenters then 
Ruin’d? Are they aloft Peopie ? Is their 
Cafe defperate ? Are they to be Opprets’d 
and Supprefi’d by this A& ? N2, no, fer 


otherwife, and this is my prefent Subjeé, 


viz. That the Diffenters have now an Oce 
-cation put into theic Hands, ever fut into 

their Hands by their Enemies, to reftore 
thelr Chara@er, co retrieve their Circum- 
ftances, and turn all the Mifchiefs defign’d 
them in this Law, to their real Advantage, 
as a Body ——— N::t do I queftion, but if 
God, who alone brings Meat out of the 
Eater, and Good out of Evil, will be pleas’d 
te open the Byes of the Difenters, as | hope 
- he will, to their prefent Duty and Intereft, 
‘allthe Advantage promifed by their Eoe- 
mies to themfelves, and all the Evil to the 
Differsers, as the Refule of this Bil, hall 
turn tothe Bftablifhing the Intereft of the 
Diff-nters, rendering them more Confidera- 
ble, more Formidable, and give them a 
greater Weight in the Nation, than ever 
they had before. 


Ic is long fince ¥ foretold, that the Occas 


fiona} Conformisyaf the Digensers would be 


not able to be forry, that an entire Stop 
now put to it——- Let none miftake mg, ] 


am far from JuAifying or Approving the 


Method by which it is done, the Principle 


from which, or Defiga for which it is done, i 


all which I efteem Unowarrantable; as to 
the Legiflative Parr, J have nothing to do 
with that, but I thiuk the Plot laid far out 
of the Houfe, and the Authors to have aéted 
againft Civil Right, againft Conftitution, 


Liberty, againft Capitulated Privileges, 


and againft every Thing that is Juft and 
Honourable. ’ ‘ 

-[ own, the Law is a Blow to the Difent- 
ing Intereft, and {uch a Blow, as in one 
Senfe, can never be Retriev’d; but I fay, 
I believe it is yet in the Power of the Dif- 
Jensers, and Lhopeia the Meaning of Pro- 
vidence, that it fhould another Way abun- 
dantly recompenfe them, and make up for. 
all the reft of the Difafter, by Eftablithing: 
both their Religious and Civil Intereft in 
the World ; and this is what I am to ex- 
plain myfelf upon. 

If the Eyes ofthe Dif-nters may fo far 


be open’d to their own Advantages, as to. 


prevail upon them to take Right Meafures 
on this nice: Occafion, I repeat it again, all 
thefe Things fha turn to their BAablith- 
ment,’ their Enemies fhall be entirely difap- 
pointed, it fhall reconcile them ta the Cha- 
rity of all the Reafonable and Chriftian Pare 
of the Church of England; ic (hall clear up 
their Sincerity, vindicate them from the 
Scandals caft onthem by thofe, who for 
Politick Ends, rather than vifible Crime, 
have Black’ned and Afperfed them, and ia 
thort, it fhall Form the true Interefts of 
the Difenters ia this Nation, in a minner 
never to be broken 3 and this I hall endea- 
vour to make out in as few Words as pcfi- 


ble, the Lifeof my Work bei uh 
Conclofien. y Work being near it's 
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Printing this and other Papers, by the 
ew A&@ now depending in the Houle of 


Commons, and I am Reprow’d by a by-ftan- 
er, who fays, No, the Tax upon News- 
: and Pamphlets {fs nothing, but the 


People will eafily come up to che Price, 
the Papers will fellas be‘ore, and a great 
Summ of Money will be Levy'd by it. 

This Notion has caus’d me to {peak to 


"it, becaufe I find many People of that Opi- 


nion, and I would fain undeceive every 
body, if I could There is not an 
Anthor inthis Town, who acquiefces more 
willingly than I, inareal View of having 
an Woiverfal Stop put to the Paper-War in 
this Nation, which [really think is becoms 
a National Grievance, a Breach of Com- 


mon Charity, a Subje@ of continu’d Strife ;. 


and would the have Agreed to it, I 
have often offer’d to lay down, the’ at che 
fame Time, I believe Iam in as capable a 
Pofture to fupport my Paper by the Afh- 
ftance of Friends, tha’ with the Tax upon 
it, aanyin this Towns bus that by she 
Way. 

- But what Iam now upon, is to undeceive 
thofe Gentlemen who are miftaken in their 
Notions, as above, and run away with the 
Belief 5 


s- That -it will not Supprefs the Priot- 


ing, c. 
2. That it will raife a great deal of Mo- 
ney. 


{am not toBnquire what Provifions and 
Exceptions the Parliament thali thick fie 
to make, when they come to the feveral 
Readings of the Bill —— But J fhall Ar- 
gue upon the General Scheme aslaid down 
in the Votes, and hall Difeourfe of it only 


_ gs it relates ta Trade. 


That Dearnefs of every Thing Ieffens 


Mrsceuuanea, 
Fee [ene above, the Suppreffing of the 


the Confumptioo, is a Maxim in Trade no 
Man can deny but there are fome Things 
which are fo Diminutive in their Nature, 
that they fpread meerly upon the Qualifie 
cation of being Trifles—Such are the innu. 


merable little Printed Trié&s fpread over 


this Nation, from the Ballad aad Primmer, 
to the Pamphlet of Six-pence —— Thefe 
are Sold fo low, that nothing cao be ima- 
gin’d lower in all Noreb-Britain ; the News- 


Papers fetl-in the Street but at a balf-peay, 


and Pamphlet Six-Sheets for Six-pence,Four 
for Four-pence, and the like, 

When thefe come to be Tax’d, when 
the half Sheets come to be 2d, in England 
and Three half-pence in Scotlimd 3 Pam- 
phlets 3 d.per Sheet in S otlandand 44, in 
Englaud, Will they be fold ? Let any Man 
judge of it by the Stamp upon Almanachs 
lait laft Year, and lec chem Examin, if a 
Printer in Scotland having Printed sco Al- 
manacks there, with the S:amps, did not 
Return 495 of che Stamps, and lofe all the 
Paper ana Labour; let che Stasioner’sCompas 
ny be Eaquit'd of s 1. Ifthey didnot prine 
three fourth parts lefs ia Number of Alma- 
nacks laft Year thao they uftd to fell, and 
yet 2. If they have not fixty Thovfand lefe 


on their Hands, the Stamps of which are - 


to be return’d to the Government ; indeed 
the Printer at Newcaflle foucrd ouc a Way 
to cure it, which was to bid the Covern- 
meat Defiance, and Print them without a 
Stamp, and laugh at them iotothe Bargain: 
There can be no doubt, but if Papers for 
Sale arc to be Stamp’d, tho% which cannot 
be fold maft be Return’d, if not, no Printe 
er or Author, or Proprietor, can fo much 
as A:temptthe Sale, for even his little peny 
or half-peny Paper is to be retura’d tohim 
if not fold, and if the Stamp cannot be re- 


turn’d, be cannot fo much as try whether 


they will {eli or no. 
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If, on the. other Hand, they are allow’d 


ony ba i 
(tha 


to be Return’d, then all the PapersioTown gr 


wil be only read and Return’d, for the 
fake of the Stamp, which when thereft is 


become wafte Paper, will fetdin irs Vaiue” 


——Let them find out a Medium for this 

‘Thefe:D fficulties make it out of doubt, 
that this Tax will fupprefs the Papers and 
Pamphlets 5 for my part, I make no que- 
ftion, but the Parliament do it wich that 
View, and I think the Defign roft juft and 
moft neceflary ; the greateft ObjeGion I 


_make to it is, That ic will immediately di- 


veft agreat many Families of their Bread, 
who now get Livelyhoods from thefe 


~ Thing:, viz. By the Working and Making 


the Paper, by the Printisg, ©c. As to the 
Writers, let them go, 1am not of thofe who 
think them worth Naming ; and alio the Sel- 
lers of tho Baubles are a vaft Number, 


only Makers of the Sorts of Paper us’d in 


thefe Things; and, they fay, the Tay 
upon Paper fift loads their Labour, and 


now the Stop put upon Printing takesaway 
the Papers 


their Market, fo that moft 


Mills in England muft give over. 


Remedy, but to Con 


“Thefeare the fad Neceffities of aTime 


of a War, and LS “in Trade-have no 
0. 


——In my next, I fall undeceive you a- 


bout the Probability ofthis Affair, Raifing. 


a great Summ of Money, as fome imagin—. 


{peak to forme Difficulties-and Hard- 


ips alfoin the Tax itfelf. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


a E History of the UNION i# Folio 
A Dedicated 10 Her Majefty, Prineed 
in Edinburgh, and never yet Publifh’d in 
London ; written by the Author of the Re- 
view, and fold only by Fobn Baker, at the 
Black» Boy in Pater-Nofter-Row, and by F. 
Matthews, Printer in Little-Britain, dnd at 
no other Place. 


: Juft Publith'd 
"TL ZE_ Scots Reprefentarios to Her Maje- 
againft Setting up the. Common-Prayer 


Book in Scotland, Sold by}. Baker at the 


Bhack-Boy in Parer-NoflereRowe Price 2d. 
Oratsvg. Y Unmask'd sin 3 Parts,con- 


taining, 1. Refleétions on the 7thEdi- 
‘ tion of Mr. Martin’s Treatife of the 
Veneeal Difcafe. 2. An Examination of 
the Charitable Surgeon, The Generous Sure 
gcon, The Tomb of Venus, anda pretended 


new Method of curing this Difeafe. 3*A 
brief Enquiry into the Ancient and prefenct 
State of the ices of Phyfick and Sur- 


gery a fall Account of Quacks 5 then (in 


a concife Method) is fhewn the Caufe, Na 
ture, Signs, and Dangerous Effeés of this 
Difeafe, various ways of Receiving, Symp- 
tomes firft Difcoverivg, and only Method 
of preventing its Infection ; together with 
the beft, moft cheap, fafe, fpeedy, eafie and 
private Methods of Cure. Asalfothe Canje 


and Cure of Old G}..ts in Men, andWeak=. 


neffes in Women. The Second Edition 
Enlarg’d. Sold by D. Brown without Tem- 
ple-Bar, G. Straban, at the Golden- Ballin 
Cornbill, and B, Barker, in We/tminfter-Fall 
and by theAuthor, Dr. Spiuke,. at his 


Houfe atthe Golden-Ball, 3 Doors dire@iy 


paft the Sun-Tavern, in Milt-ftreet Atarker, 
Cheapfide. Price2s. 


Printed for, and fold by Fobn Baker at the Black-Boy in 


Pater-Nofier- Row, 


1712. 
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